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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Laura Moore Cunningham Foundation Honored with Induction into the 
Idaho Philanthropy Hall of Fame 

 
BOISE – The Laura Moore Cunningham Foundation (LMCF) has been named an 
inductee of the Idaho Philanthropy Hall of Fame, recognizing more than six decades 
of steadfast investment in Idaho’s people and places. 

Created through the vision and generosity of Laura Belle Moore Cunningham, a 
Boise native born in 1869, the Foundation was established upon her passing in 1963 to 
“benefit the people of Idaho.” Her commitment to service continues today through 
grants and scholarships that strengthen communities statewide. 

“Our mission has always been simple,” said Laura Bettis, Director of the Foundation 
and great-great-niece of Laura Moore Cunningham. “Take care of Idaho—its 
nonprofits, its students, its communities. We try to make decisions that would make 
Laura proud and that help Idaho continue to be a great place to live.” 

Each year, the Foundation supports hundreds of nonprofits tackling some of Idaho’s 
most pressing challenges—from early learning and mental health to arts, housing, 
and community development. Its flexible grantmaking model has helped strengthen 
local organizations that provide essential services in every region of the state. 

Education also remains a cornerstone of the Foundation’s work. Through 
scholarships at Idaho’s colleges and universities, thousands of students, especially 
those from rural communities, have earned degrees, built careers, and given back to 
their hometowns. 

“When we support a nonprofit or a student, we’re really investing in the long-term 
vitality of Idaho,” said Janelle Wise, Foundation Trustee and great-great-niece of 
Laura Moore Cunningham. “Laura believed that strong communities grow when 
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neighbors take care of one another, and that belief continues to guide everything we 
do.” 

The Foundation’s enduring impact reaches far beyond its grantmaking totals. It 
embodies an Idaho value that’s as relevant today as it was in Laura’s time: 
generosity that’s personal, practical, and rooted in community. 

As the Foundation joins the Idaho Philanthropy Hall of Fame, it invites others to 
continue that tradition—through volunteering, mentoring, or giving locally to the 
causes that matter most. 

“Laura’s story reminds us that philanthropy isn’t just about what we give—it’s how we 
live,” Bettis added. “Every Idahoan can play a part in making this state stronger.” 

The Laura Moore Cunningham Foundation will be celebrated alongside fellow 
inductees Alice Hennessey and Idaho Falls native, Greg Carr, as well as Idaho’s 
Nonprofit Leader of the Year, Tricia Swartling, and Volunteer of the Year, Carrie 
Getty Scheid. 

The Idaho Philanthropy Hall of Fame was established by The Idaho Community 
Foundation to honor those whose transformative generosity has shaped Idaho’s 
culture of giving. Through their example, inductees inspire others to invest time, 
talent, and treasure in the communities they love—ensuring Idaho remains a place of 
possibility where everyone contributes to thriving communities. 

Event Details: 
Gem Ball featuring the Idaho Philanthropy Hall of Fame 
Thursday, November 20, 2025 | 5:30 p.m. | Boise Centre East 
Tickets and sponsorships available at 

 https://www.idahocf.org/philanthropy.php. 

 

### 

 

About The Idaho Community Foundation 
For nearly 40 years, The Idaho Community Foundation has been a trusted partner in 
philanthropy, helping generous Idahoans invest in the people, places, and causes 
they care about most. Now united with the Idaho Nonprofit Center, we’re 
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strengthening communities through philanthropy, elevating nonprofit impact, and 
connecting Idahoans to the heart of their communities. Our vision is simple: Idaho is 
a place of possibility where everyone contributes to thriving communities. Join the 
movement to build a culture of giving at www.idahocf.org or email us at 
info@idahocf.org. 
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