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The Idaho Community Foundation Sponsors Dark Sky Dinners to Inspire
Philanthropy Under Idaho’s Night Skies

Ketchum - The Idaho Community Foundation is once again sponsoring the Dark Sky
Dinner series at the Sawtooth Botanical Garden, using one of the Wood River Valley's
most magical winter experiences as an invitation for residents and visitors alike to
engage in philanthropy and support the nonprofits that help communities thrive.

The Dark Sky Dinners bring together small groups of guests for an intimate evening
at the Garden: gathering around outdoor fire pits and a snow bar, enjoying a “farm to
greenhouse” catered dinner in the heated greenhouse, and then stepping back
outside with local astronomers to explore the Central Idaho Dark Sky Reserve
overhead.

“For me, these dinners are about more than stargazing,” said Tim Hamilton, Ketchum
resident and Board Member of The Idaho Community Foundation. “They're a
reminder that special places like the Sawtooth Botanical Garden exist because
people choose to give back. When neighbors, new residents, and visitors share a
night under these incredible skies, it's a perfect moment to ask: What do you love
about this place, and how will you help sustain it for the future?”

As |daho’s only statewide organization dedicated to growing a culture of
philanthropy, The Idaho Community Foundation sees events like the Dark Sky Dinners
as a natural bridge between appreciation and action. For nearly 40 years, the
foundation has partnered with community-minded people in every region of Idaho
to simplify charitable giving and connect resources to local needs.

“Philanthropy is not just about major gifts or big foundations,” Hamilton added. “It's
about everyone doing their part—whether that’s a contribution from a donor-
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advised fund, a small monthly gift, participating in Idaho Gives, or volunteering with a
nonprofit you care about. Nights like this help people see that they are part of that
story.”

For the Sawtooth Botanical Garden, philanthropic support is essential to keeping this
five-acre, high-altitude public garden open and accessible year-round, and to
offering programs that connect people to the region’s unique beauty and foster
environmental stewardship.

“We're incredibly grateful to The Idaho Community Foundation for championing the
Dark Sky Dinner series,” said Jen Smith, Executive Director of the Sawtooth Botanical
Garden. “The Idaho Community Foundation has deep ties to the Wood River Valley,
and we love the stories related to that relationship for this boutique and educational
event celebrating the night skies at the entrance to the Central Idaho Dark Sky
Preserve.”

Smith noted that the Garden does not receive government funding and is sustained
through charitable contributions, grants, memberships, event income, and gifts in-
kind. “When someone attends a Dark Sky Dinner, becomes a member, or makes a
gift, they're directly investing in a community resource that educates, inspires, and
brings people together,” she said.

“Idaho is a place of possibility where everyone can contribute to thriving
communities,” Hamilton said. “"However you choose to give, what matters most is
that you take that step.”

For information about the Dark Sky Dinner series and ticket availability, visit
sbgarden.org. To learn more about how The Idaho Community Foundation is helping
Idahoans support the communities they love, visit IdahoCF.org.
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About The Idaho Community Foundation

For nearly 40 years, The Idoho Community Foundation has been a trusted partner in
philanthropy, helping generous Idahoans invest in the people, places, and causes
they care about most. Now united with the Idaho Nonprofit Center, we're
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strengthening communities through philanthropy, elevating nonprofit impact, and
connecting Idahoans to the heart of their communities. Our vision is simple: Idaho is
a place of possibility where everyone contributes to thriving communities. Join the
movement to build a culture of giving at www.idahocf.org or email us at
info@idahocf.org.
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